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a s amended b e a d v a n c e d .

S ENATOR LABEDZ: Voice vote. Those in favor vote aye, say a y e ,
signify by say ing ay e. Oppos e d nay . The ayes have it.
Motion c a rr>ed. M r . Clerk, we will go to LR 28 on the agenda.
Senator Scofield.

CLERK: M adam President, LR 28 is on ,Journal page 461. It is
offered by Sen ators Scofzeld, Nelson, Miller, Smooth, Langford,
Baack, Weihxng, Elmer, Rupp, and Lamb. (Read. )

S PEAKER BARRETT PRESI D I NG

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Cha i r r ecognize - t h e member from the 4 9 th
Leaislatzve District, Senator Sandra Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Tha nk you, Mr. Sveaker and members. Let me
gave you a little background on this resolution. I wa s a lerted
to t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f th e Es s e nt i al A x r Se r v i c e mon i e s b e i ng
possibly eliminated by Congress thxs year. I t does not have the
level of support that I would like to se e righ t no w, at any
r ate , a nd I t h i n k t h x i s o f c r i t i c a l i mp or t an c e t o p ar t i c u l a r l y
rural Nebraska, and particularly our conomxc development needs.
And if you look at those communities who are currently eligible
f or Essent i a l . . . to be an Essential Air Service designated city,
we have a numb er o f cit ie s xn N eb ra ska that are currently
designated as such and, xn fact, Nebraska ranks second xn the
fifty sta tes zn the number of tho e cities. Tho se cities are,
two xn my distract, Alliance a nd Ch ad r on , bu t w e a lso h av e
Columbus, H a stings, Ke arney, M c Ccok, No r folk, S x dney, Grand
I sland, North Platte, and Scottsbluff. Fo r any of you who h av e
tried to get to any of those places from here by air know that
it zs not easy now. W i thout Essential Air Service subsidy f r om
Washington. I think it is reasonable to expect a complete drying
up o f any k in d of E ss ential Air Services to any of our rural
commun>ties. S o , what I am asking you today to do is to join me
x n supporting thzs resolution so that we can coax Congress in t o
retaznxng Es se n tial A ir Serv ice s to a st ate like Nebraska.
Senator Exon is taking the lead on thxs iss ue , I he i>eve , in
Congress an d I th ink th is w ou l d sim ply b e an app ropriate
statement of support coming from the Nebraska Legislature. It
is very e v ident as we try to pursu e economic development
actxvxtxes xn rural Nebraska t ha t a ir se rv ice is ab so lutely
crucial. Some o f th e xndustrzes that we would lake to attract
simply are not interested in d rzving th e d ista nces nece ssary
often to acce s s comm unities across the state. A i r service zs
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